C.U.S.A.’s NEWSLETTER 


SOLECISM 


WELCOME 


The Concordia University Students’ Association (CUSA) 
would like to extend a sincere welcome to all new and 
returning students. CUSA is you, me and every other 
undergraduate student, full and part-time at Concordia 
University. You pay $1.50 a credit to CUSA so that those of you 
who have decided that there is more to university than text 
books and classes can organize yourselves into a vast array of 
organizations, clubs and associations. 

If you are into radio (broadcasting or amateur), television, 
newspapers, computers, debating, chess or transcendental 
meditation, CUSA can make it happen for you. 

Also, just about every academic group has organized 
themselves into an association to promote greater out-of- 
classroom learning experiences. Guest lecturers, luncheons 
and administrator lynching parties are but a few of the events 
the groups organize. So, if you are interested... you can get 
involved in either the Marketing, Chinese, Biology, Hellenic, 
Psychology or African Students’ Association to name but a few. 
Just contact either of the central CUSA offices (879-4500 Sir 
George Williams Campus or 482-0320 Loyola Campus) and 
we will put you in contact with your faculty association. 

The Beginning 

Historically, CUSA is entering its third year of existence. Two 
years ago, students were represented by four separate 
associations, one for full-time students and one for part-time 


students on each campus. In the spring of 1979 the students 


decided in a general referendum, that a single association 
would serve their interests more effectively. 
How Does It Work? 

There are three central bodies governing CUSA's operations; 
the Legislative Council, the Judicial Board, and the Executives. 

The CUSA Legislative Council, comprised of thirty elected 
students, (4 from Fine Arts, 4 from Engineering, 9 from 
Commerce, 11 from Arts & Science, and the 2 Co-Presidents) is 
the supreme governing authority of the association. 

- There are nine council positions still open, three in 
Commerce, three in Arts & Science and three in Fine Arts. 
Elections for these positions will be held in early October. 

Legislative Council makes policies for the associations, 
approves budgets, sets the CUSA fees and makes 
appointments to the various academic and administrative 
bodies which run the university. 

The two Co-Presidents who are elected during the same 
period as the councillors are the chief spokespeople and 
official representatives of the Association. Their responsibility is 
to give direction to the association and to co-ordinate the 
activities of the executives and various legislative council 
committees. 

The Judicial Board is the constitutional watch-dog of CUSA. It 
consists of five members appointed by Council who rule on 
the constitutional validity of all of CUSA’s legislation. 

CUSA's Executives are nominated by the Co-Presidents and 
ratified by Council. In a nutshell, they do the leg-work for the 
association. Itis theirjob toimplement the policies set by 
Council and keep Council abreast of the day to day 
happenings in the university so that itcan make informed 
decisions. Each executive is accountable to Council for 
progress in their respective departments. 
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This is the symbol CUSA has been using in its anti-cutback 
campaign. 


FINE ARTS STRIKES 


The Fine Arts Student Association (FASA) boycotted classes 
Wednesday, September 9, 1981 to protest the cutbacks and 
resulting substandard services. 

“The cutbacks in studio hours and the dismissals of 
essential part-time faculty have made us mad as hell,” said 
Reg Jennings, a FASA spokesman. 

As a result of last summers’ $3 million cut in Concordia’s 
1984- -82 operating budget the instruction hours for studio 
courses have been reduced from six to four hours. 

There has also been a reduction in materials available for 
workshops andin the subsidiary funding forthe art supply 
store. 


cont. on pg. 2 
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Both Concordia and Université de Québec a Montréal’s 
(UQAM) Fine Arts faculties receive the same $4.5 million 
funding yet FASA insists UQAM has better services. 

“We should take our students to UQAM for orientation,” says 
Jennings. 

“UQAM receives the same funding yet they have six hours of 
studio instruction and their art supply store is subsidized,” says 
Jennings. 

The demonstration started at 8:00 a.m. with a picket line at 
the main entrance of the Visual Arts building located at the 
comer of Dorchester and Ste. Catherine. 

At noon the protestors marched to Bishop’s Court for 
scones and fea with the administration. 

CUSA's Co-President Glen Murray said “FASA's public outcry 
is indicative of the frustration felt by all students affected by the 
cuts.” 

“Hopefully all of CUSA’s member associations will recognize 
the need for direct action when dealing with administrators 
and government,” said Murray. 


The CUSA Legislative Council passed a motion July 27 
stating that CUSA should bargain with the administration 
through acollective agreement to ensure recognition of 
student rights. 

The basis for students’ rights will be outlined in a policy 
document from RAEU (the Quebec federation of university 
student associations) in late October. 

Debate has surfaced since December 1980 on howto 
ensure that students’ rights are recognized and respected in 
Quebec's educational institutions. 

To legislate or to declare is the question. 

Legislation implies presentation of a _ students’ right 
documentto the Quebec National Assembly and having 
university administration bound by what finally passes. The 
problem is that there are bound to be changes to our 
presentation which we will have no control over and be 
obliged to respect. 

If we take the decleration route the document remains 
within the local students’ association and there is no 
guarantee that the administration would have to recognize it. 

“We have to have a decleration of students’ rights,” says 
Mario Dagenais, CUSA’s representative to the National 
Committee on Students’ Rights. 

“If we used legislation we would be opening up the door for 
government intervention into the relationship between the 
administration's and students’ representatives,”’ says 
Dagenais. “We (students) have to be responsible for our own 
negotiations,” says Dagenais. 

CUSA will be asking for input from students on this issue at the 
General Assemblies to be held regularly this year. 


“EGAD! 
IVE BEEN 
RBFFIT TIED 


GOVERNMENT - 
FUNDING 


A special parliamentary study released September 4 says 
the Federal Government should not proceed with its intention 
to reduce cash transfers to the provinces for health care and 
education. The Federal Committee which consisted of four 
Liberal MP’s, two Conservatives and one New Democrat have 
re-affirmed what the Concordia University Students’ 
Association Anti-Cutback Committee (CUSAACC) have been 
saying all summer tong, “there is now, for the most part, no fat 
left in the system — no fat in post-secondary education, no fat 
in the health system, no excess of spending in social 
assistance ... Serious cuts ... would cut into muscle and sinew, 
not fat.” 

The Federal Government in preparing the way to cut more 
than $2 billion from established programs financing (EPF), the 
agreement through which Ottawa partially funds post- 
secondary education, hospital insurance, and medicare. 

Of the $11 billion in EPF, $3 billion is allocated for post- 
secondary education funding. It is speculated that $1.5 billion 
of the proposed cut will bein the area of post-secondary 
education. 

A major probiem with EPFis that the funds given to the 
provinces were not earmarked for specific purposes. The 
provincial government were free to re-allocate the funds to 
whereverthey deemed appropriate. Obviously there were 
conflicts concerning which sector should receive the funding. 

To alleviate this problem the report recommends that “the 
responsible minister or ministers should proceed on an urgent 
basis fo consult with the council of (provincial) ministers of 
education on matters of concern to both orders of 
government in the field of higher education.” 

It also recommends that federal contributions for health and 


' post-secondary education, nowlumped together, be split, 


effective April 1. Once that is done, Ottawa will be better able to 
ensure funds set aside for post-secondary education are not 
being diverted by the provinces to other uses. 


FINANCE 


Financially, CUSA is a very complex entity. There are many 
areas in which operations canbe streamlined or costs can be 
saved. Planning for next year has to start soon. If we are to be 
fiscallyresponsible, we have to seriously study these areas 
before making decisions. In many cases, such studies can be 
done as term papers for courses. 

Examples of the areas requiring study are: the design ofa 
capital budget system, reduction of telephone costs, design 
of a model to predict major costs and revenues in. upcoming 
years, investigation of ways to acheive efficiencies of scale in 
many expense areas, cash flow management, etc. ... 
Basically, we need people who know how to cut costs. So, if 
you don't like to spend money come and see us. 


The student-run used bookstore will be operating from 
September 8 -17, except Fridays at both campuses. The stores 
will be located in room H-333-6 at Sir George and in the 
Campus Centre at Loyola. 

So come on down to pick up cash for your old books and 
splurge that same money on this years’ required texts. 

Students will be issued a receipt for 50 per cent of the value of 
their used text book (no paper backs please) when they drop 
them off. On September 23, students will be reimbursed if their 
books were sold or their texts will be returned if they were not 
sold. You must present your receipt to get a reimbursement .. 
No tickee - no laundry. 

Also since some texts are outdated, books will be accepted 


~ COMMITTEE. 
RECRUITMENT 


CUSA is a “university. wide student — 


association which appoints student 
representatives to both faculty, depart- 
ment and university-wide decision mak- 
ing bodies. These bodies, Department 
Councils, Faculty Councils, Senate and 
the Board of Governors have a great 
deal of power over our education and 
lives. The decision to rent or build a 
university. -building, hire a professor, start 
a new program, offer a course, establish 
honours requirements, set academic 
standards, organize an academic 
advising system, set up a student appeal 
system, all stem from motions of one of 
these decision making bodies. We as 
students have significant voting blocks 
on each of these bodies. If you want to 


change something orhave a sayin who 


the nextvice rector will be, or just be there 
to make sure student rights and quality 
education don't suffer, contact either 
CUSA office at 879-4500 or 482-9280 and 
we will ensure your voice being heard in 
the university community. 


CIRL would like to say _. 
Hello to you, and we 
hope that you will say 
Hello to someone else. 
Say Hello and start the 
semester on a good . 
note. 

CIRL 650 AM is your radio 
station. Let us entertain 
you and keep you 
informed. 

The Say Hello Events: _ 
Friday September 14: 
CIRL Beer Bash 
8pm-2am 

Guadagni Lounge 
Tuesday September 15: 
CIRL ice Cream Bash 
41am-4pm 

Campus Centre Terace 
Tuesday September 4 7 
Earthball — 
Athletics Field | 


RADIO LOYOLA. 


CIRL650% 


Lacolle Centre on September Sth. - 


Q.-P.LR.G:" 


By Michele Babin 

of Q-PIRG 

: The death of democracy is not likely to be an 
assasination from anambush. lt will be a slow 


extinction from apathy, 
undernourishment. 

The Quebec PublicInterest Research Group 
(Q-PIRG) is anewly-formed association which gets 
its financing from CUSA. 

Q-PIRG was set up at Concordia so 
that student activists would have the 
means for researching, investigating 
and reporting on issues of public 
interest. 

PIRG, the brainchild of Ralph Nader 
and Don Ross, isa concept that over the 
past eight years has become a part of 
many of North America’s college 
campuses, firmly taking root in its natural 
constituency, the student population. 

PIRGs have proven themselves an 
effective and necessary component in 
anydemocratic system. PIRG defends 
and serves no special interest except the 
public interest. PIRG nedd not depend 
on anyone to function and grow 
beyond the supportit has historically 
received from students. in fact, students 


-and PIRGs are like bread and butter, : 


they go together. 

In Canada, the PIRG concept has 
flourished on Ontario University camp- 
uses such as Guelph, Waterloo and 
Ottawa. Simon Fraser University has 
recently had a referendum which 
assured the creation and extension of 
PIRG into western Canada. 

Q-PIRG Concordia heid its first 
General Assembly March 12, 1984. 
There, its aims and constitution were 
approved by the General Assembly, 
PIRG’s decision-making body. The 
General Assembly is comprised of 
students, faculty, and staff at Concordia. 
PIRG’s prime movers - those responsible 
for the ongoing functioning of the 
General Assembly and its commitiees - 
are students. 


Q-PIRG was fortunate to have had Mr. 2 
Don Ross, a dynamic and commitied ° 


PIRG activist, at its workshops at the 
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indifference and . 


‘Q—PIRG Concordid's fast bec omiNg , : 
an important element af the: Canepa 
community. We are certain that with: your 
participation and research the public 
interest will benefit. Please come and 
see us during orientation. The Public 


‘Interest Research Group stands on 


‘involvementand support itreceives from 
students. 


Become a PIRGie and make itr mean a 7 


St 


LOYOLA | 
RADIO 


Hello, this year Radio Loyola, CIRL 650 
AM will be taking on a new image, the 
station that informs the students. This new 


- image means.a high quality of 


professionalism anda standardized 
program.schedule, as well as news and 
complete coverage of activities and a 


_wide variety of ompa for our listening 


audience... 

This year, as we ‘embark ona whole 
new session of school, we at CIRL 650 AM 
believe what Concordia needs is some 
real down home school spirit! 

At one time, long, long ago, university 
was the great institution in which young 
adults could share years of learning and 
build strong bonds between students. 
During the late sixties the student bodies 
joined forces in common cause to 
change the way things were. Now, we 
may not be faced with the same 
problems, but it is clear that the student 
body is in dire need of a cause. 

We feel the need for a sense of 
fellowship, camaraderie and together- 
ness. It is our duty and privilege as the 

-media, to generate an aura of fraternity © 
among the students, to increase 
awareness and interaction throughout 
the campus. As the old saying goes 


« "United we stand, divided we fall.” 
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THE NEW AUSTRIAN 


teaching body. 


Our professors). 


ECONOMICS SOCIETY 


es 
= 4 


Disgusted with Keynes? Detest Marshall, Marx, Galbaith, 
adna useym? Wantto see at least some Austrian Economics 
in this school? Then‘join the laissez-faire revolution. Let's get 
Von Mises, Rothband, Hazlitt..., known to the student and 


Getinvolvedand we'llformthe Austrian Eeonomics$é 
and our first priority will be toc n 
our libary to purchase” books written by guthors fror 
Austrian School, and.to. examina the. 
Austrian capital theory, etc., taught to the students (and all 


onvince the socialists rar hing 


llities oF 


For information contact Kent at 467-3939. Leave message. 


About This Newsletter 


Solecism: |..amivtake in grammar: 2. abreach of cliquette. 


The Concordia University Students’ Association (CUSA) 
newsletter, Solecism, is published every third Wednesday 
starting September 9, 1981. The newsletter is intended to inform 
students of developments within the university community 
which directly affect their education. 

Submissions from departmental associations, clubs, special 
interest groups or suggestions from students at large should 
be submitted a week before each publication. The phone 
numbers forthe CUSA central offices are 879-4500 for SGW and 
482-9280 for Loyola. The editor is Dann Rogers, Information & 
Research VP. 


Typsetting by CusaSet. 


the CUSA Co-Presidents are: 
Dean Arfin and Glen Murray. 
The executives are: 
Finance V.P., Ed Lauzon 
Treasury V.P. SGW, Hervé Bensabat 
Treasury V.P. Loy, Shammi Sandhu 
Programming V.P., Todd Riley 
Pub V.P., Alex Moncada 
Campus Centre V.P., Maria Mazzuca 
External V.P., Janet Mrenica 
Education V.P., Anne Moralejo 
Info & Research V.P., Dann Rogers 
Acting Physical Resources V.P., James Maxwell 
We: are still looking for a Part-time Students V.P. 


BIENVENUE R.A.E.U. ~ 


RAEU, the Quebec Federation of University Students’ 
Associations have moved their headquarters from McGill to 
the home of Quebec's most dynamic students’ association. 
The two-full time and one part-time officers of RAEU moved into 
room 407 of the EN annex September 2, 1981. 

It seems the executive director of the McGill Students’ 
Society (MSS) requested over $4000. rent from RAEU for the 
upcoming academic year. 

CUSA would like to welcome RAEUto Concordia and extend 
best wishes for a successful year. 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
RECRUITMENT 


To become an integral part of CUSA External Affairs 
Department 
—that which coordinateslocaland nationaleducational 
strategy among other things pertaining to students’ issues - 
one need only do the following: 

—Make yourself known to Janet Mrenica, V.P. External Affairs 
during the regular or irregular office hours 

—State your area of interest (at this point, many areas are still 
open to have participants) 

The External Affairs area still needs students who can survive 
working for long periods at a time, particularly the day/night 
before an event. We also need those who enjoy being part ofa 
group for sounding out ideas, i.e.: the initiation of campaigns, 
solving major problems in the Quebec student movement, the 
formulation of alternative ideas, etc. 

If you feel you can spare the time to be part of an integral 
organizing group for students’ issues, come to either CUSA 
Office and we'll make you welcome! 


ORIENTATION 1981 


A SPECIAL THANKS 
FROM CUSA 
TO EVERYBODY 
WHO HELPED MAKE 
Orientation ’81 


A GREAT SUCCESS 


